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Greetings,
It’s August and it’s HOT. We’ve had an amazing summer so far, and there’s still so much left to
do. Most notable, as of late, is the smoke in our region from the fires. Please keep you and
your family safe as we move through this fire season. As always, feel free to contact one of our
knowledgeable staff for questions about their program expertise. UCANR prides itself on being
problem-solvers, catalysts, collaborators, educators and stewards of the land, living in the
communities we serve.
Thanks for your time and support.
JoLynn Miller
Interim Director

Visit our Website

Fire Season is Here: Is Your Ranch Ready?
By Dan Macon, Livestock and Natural Resources Advisor, UCCE
Placer/Nevada/Sutter/Yuba
We’re in the midst of wildfire season in the Sierra foothills. With
record-setting forage production in much of the region, many of
us are bracing for another challenging summer and autumn.
Wildfire preparations are more complicated for commercial
livestock operations. Like our neighbors, we need to create a
fire safe space around our homes; we also need to think about
protecting ranch infrastructure and livestock. If you haven't
prepared a ranch fire safety plan, or even if you have one in
place, the beginning of fire season is a reminder that we all
need to be prepared! Here are a few ideas for putting together
a plan for your operation.
Assessing the Threat

What is at risk in your operation? Do you have livestock in multiple locations? What is access
like to your home place as well as to rented properties? As I think about our sheep operation,
the following issues come to mind:
• We need to protect our home, barns and other infrastructure at our home place.
• We have livestock in several locations. Where we have irrigated pasture, we aren't quite
as worried about fire. Where we're grazing on dry grass, we are more concerned. While
fire is an immediate threat to the health and well-being of our animals, it can also reduce
the amount of fall forage we'll have.
• Access can be a challenge during a fire. Single-lane roads, law enforcement road
blocks and other obstacles may make it difficult to get our livestock during a fire.
• Smoke can create health problems for people and livestock alike. About ten years ago,
during a particular smoky stretch of the summer, we had an increase in respiratory
disease in our sheep.
Because many of us have operations that are spread over multiple locations, getting timely
and accurate information about where fires are can be challenging as well. I find that
www.yubanet.com usually has the most up-to-date information on fire location and size - be
sure to check the "Happening Now" tab. CalFire also has a phone app that purports to send
alerts when fires start near your location, although I've found that the app doesn't provide the
real-time information I need about small local fires. Many of us have informal phone trees with
the other ranchers in our area - this can be the best way to get in-the-moment information! Be
sure you know the neighbors where your livestock are grazing!
Continue reading and see the entire article on our webpage.

Resource Workshop Introduction to Grant Writing
An intensive workshop to build grant writing skills
for organizations and agencies in the Sierra Nevada
Supported by the Amador Resource Conservation
District
2 day workshop will be held: August 16th 9am-3pm
August 17 9am-12:30pm

Why? The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) looks to the organizations, agencies, and local
governments in the Region to help achieve its vision for the future — that the magnificent
Sierra Nevada Region enjoys outstanding environmental, economic, and social health, with
vibrant communities and landscapes sustained for future generations. You are our partners
and we want to help you obtain funding to achieve these goals!
Who should attend? Community, nonprofit, and local government representatives who would
like to learn how to prepare effective grant applications. This workshop is geared to the
beginning (no experience) and intermediate (moderate grant writing experience) levels.
What will be covered? The workshop will cover the basics of grant writing and program
development:
• How to make your application as competitive as possible
• Basic program development for effective grant writing
• The eight standard parts of a grant application

• How to create a work plan and budget spreadsheet
This will be a small, interactive class, limited to 15 participants. Participation and
homework will be required. Come prepared to discuss a real project that you would like
to fund. Individual assistance will be provided on writing assignments
Instructor: The workshop will be taught by Elissa Brown, SNC Fund Development
Coordinator. Elissa is an experienced grant writer and grant writing instructor.
Class Structure: Day 1 is a 5-hour workshop covering grant writing basics. You will then be
expected to spend 1-2 hours that afternoon/evening on an assigned writing project. Day 2 will
be a 3-4-hour hands-on session with the instructor focusing on the writing project, a work plan,
and developing a grant budget. If you work on a computer, bring a laptop and a long extension
cord. If you work by hand, bring writing instruments and paper. Participants will be sent class
materials in advance via email.
Where and When: The 2-day workshop will be held at the Amador County Administrative
Building Conference Room A @ 810 Court Street, Jackson CA 95642 on Thursday, Aug 16,
and Friday, Aug. 17. Day 1 goes from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and Day 2 starts at 9:00 am and
ends at approximately 12:30 pm.
To register: To reserve a spot please call Amador RCD staff member Gordon Long @ 209791-0286 or email: gordon@amadorrcd.org by 08/03/2018. Please send payment and contact
info to: Amador RCD, 12200-B Airport Road, Jackson, CA 95642. If you wish to pay with exact
cash, contact Gordon. The workshop is being offered at $25/person, Lunch will be provided on
DAY 1, snacks and coffee will be provided DAY 1 & DAY 2.

Fun at 4-H Summer Camps
El Dorado County 4-H Camp

Tuolumne County 4-H Camp

El Dorado County 4-H wrapped up another
successful camp serving 96 youth members
and 19 Junior Counselors. We had campers
from as far as San Diego attend!

Tuolumne County 4-H Summer Camp had a
fun-filled week at Tuolumne Trails in
Groveland. 4-Hers aged 9-19 spend the week
making friends and learning new and
fun activities such as swimming, hiking, arts
and crafts, science experiments, sports,
games and so much more!

August 29th
th

Snack healthy this summer! August 29 is the first annual
Healthy Snack Day in California, a day to learn more about
how to snack smart and make healthy choices throughout
the day. Changing up your snack routine can be an
important part of eating healthier overall, since many of the calories that people
eat come between mealtimes. Here are 3 tips for healthier snacking:
• Choose something with at least a few grams of fiber and/or protein to help stay full
between meals.
• Avoid added sugars in processed foods, especially liquid sugars which don’t provide
lasting energy.
• Plan healthy snacks ahead of time to help make the healthy choice the easy choice
when you’re hungry.
For healthy snack recipes, use this Personal Recipe Finder to find ideas, or search for snacks
at http://eatfresh.org/. You can also check the statewide map to see if there’s a Healthy Snack
Day event taking place in your area at https://healthysnackday.com/.

Carbon Farming Workshop

Click the flyer for more information.

Irrigation and Vine Water Use TAILGATE Meeting

Click the flyer for more information.

El Dorado UC Master Gardener Training

Click the flyer for more information.

UCCE 4-H Youth Development
Enrollment begins July 1 for 2018-19 - Join Now
Open to all Central Sierra 4-H
8-5: Scholarships for Higher Education- Applications Due
8-26: California 4-H Management Board Committee-Applications
Due
Amador
Check their Calendar & Events webpage.
Calaveras
8-7: New Adult Volunteer Orientation
Check their Calendar & Events webpage.
El Dorado
8-27: New Adult Volunteer Orientation
Check their Calendar & Events webpage.
Tuolumne
Check their Calendar of Events webpage.

Classes & Events Offered by
UCCE Master Food Preservers
Amador/Calaveras
8-11: Tomatoes All Ways
8-15: Pressure Canning Basics
El Dorado
8-18: Pressure Canning
8-23: Tomatoes

Classes & Workshops Offered by
UCCE Master Gardeners
Monthly Gardening Tips
Amador
8-4: Saving Seeds & Keeping a Garden Journal
8-18: Planning Your Fall & Winter Garden
8-25: Annual Tomato Tasting Event
Calaveras
8-9: CalaverasGrown Farmers Market
8-25: Open Garden
El Dorado
8-8: Developing a Vegetable garden in a Small Backyard Setting
8-11: Fall and Winter Vegetables & 2nd Saturday with BarryOpen Garden Day
8-25: Shade Gardening
Lake Tahoe
8-7: South Lake Tahoe Library Garden Open House and Plant
Sale

Tuolumne
8-4: Open Garden: Building a Solar Dryer Food Dehydration with
Master Food Preservers Permaculture

Classes & Events Offered by
UC CalFresh
AUGUST 29, 2017- HEALTHY SNACK DAY!!!
Amador
Please check back for events
Calaveras
8-7: Eat Healthy, Be Active Class
8-14: Eat Healthy, Be Active Class
8-21: Eat Healthy, Be Active Class
8-28: Eat Healthy, Be Active Class
El Dorado

8-7: Sierra Wind Cooking Seasonally
8-14: Sierra Wind Cooking Seasonally
8-21: Sierra Wind Cooking Seasonally
8-28: Sierra Wind Cooking Seasonally
Lake Tahoe
Please check back for events
Tuolumne
8-14: Tuolumne Retail Store Event

UC IPM and more...
Plant problem diagnostic tool
Natural Enemies Gallery
Weed Identification and Photo Gallery
Seasonal IPM
Recent Updates at IPM
UCIPM Weather Models & Degree Days webpage

Thank you for your continued interest in the UC Cooperative Extension Central Sierra's news, workshops,
and events.
Sincerely,
JoLynn Miller, Interim Director
University of California Cooperative Extension Central Sierra

530-621-5502 | 888-764-9669 | cecentralsierra@ucdavis.edu | cecentralsierra.ucanr.edu
Accessibility: Should you need assistance or require special accommodations for any of our
educational programs, please contact us at 530-621-5502.
The University of California working in cooperation with County Government and
the United States Department of Agriculture.
It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in
discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities (Complete nondiscrimination policy
statement can be found at http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/215244.pdf). Inquiries regarding ANR's nondiscrimination policies
may be directed to John I. Sims, Affirmative Action Compliance Officer/Title IX Officer, University of California, Agriculture and
Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750- 1397.

Quick Links...
Our Website
Events & Workshops
Archived Newsletters

UC Cooperative Extension Central Sierra | 311 Fair Lane, Placerville, CA 95667

